
  

P r e s b e a t  
First Presbyterian Church of Ukiah, CA  

514 West Church Street; Ukiah CA 95482  
  Office hours Mon-Thurs, 9am-1pm ~ 707.468.9235  

Interim Pastor TBA 
Katherine Schoen, Director Student/Families katherine@fpcukiah.org 
Denise Beckler, Office Manager/Music Director, denise@fpcukiah.org  
www.fpcukiah.org  “Like” us at https://www.facebook.com/fpcukiah/ 

Editor:  Denise Beckler, Volume 15, Number 4 ~ April 2021  
 

 

 

Friends, 
 

The journey to finding new pastoral leadership can feel daunting. But it also 
can be exciting, for this is a process of discernment - listening closely and 
carefully for the will of God regarding the mission and ministry of your 
congregation. 
 

Your Session will be forming an Interim Pastor Search Committee.  An 
Interim (or Transitional) Pastor leads a congregation during the transition 
time after an installed pastor has departed and before the next installed 
pastor is called. Often, the Interim Pastor assumes the same responsibilities 

as the outgoing pastor (worship leadership, pastoral care, Session moderator, supervision of staff) as well 
as assisting with the congregational mission study and helping the congregation prepare for its next 
leader. Interim Pastors will help the Session provide for continuity of essential programs and may assist 
the Session in assessing needs for change.  The Interim Pastor Search Committee conducts the search, 
interviews candidates, and then presents the final candidate for the position to the Session.   An interim 
pastor is hired under a contract with the Session. 
 

The Interim Pastor often will assist with the Mission Study process. The Mission Study is an opportunity 
for your congregation to analyze and assess your ministry and discern where God is calling you to go in 
the future.  A well-founded Mission Study includes fact-finding about the congregation and the 
community in which it ministers. It provides an opportunity for you, as members of the congregation, to 
prayerfully study what scripture says about the church, to learn new information about the community of 
Ukiah and its needs, to learn who you have been in the past, who you are now, and who you want to be in 
the future as a congregation, and to celebrate your gifts as well as recognize challenge areas.  Typically, a 
Mission Study report includes a financial review, a summary of demographics (of your congregation as 
well as the community of Ukiah), and mission/vision statements in order to provide an objective and 
representational summary of who you are.  Alan Adams, former Executive Presbyter of Washington 
Presbytery explains the value of a Mission Study: “It boils down to a church looking out the window 
(what’s our mission field?) and in the mirror (who are we and what gifts has God given us for this time 
and place?).”  
 

In the PC(USA) call process, the congregation gives authority to search for a pastor to a Pastor 
Nominating Committee (PNC). Once the PNC is elected, the other members of the congregation and the 
session have no role in determining who will be the next pastor until the PNC is ready to present its 
nominee to the congregation for a vote. Once the Mission Study report has been approved by Session and 
shared with the congregation, your Pastor Nominating Committee will be elected by the congregation to 
begin that discernment process.  In addition, a Presbytery liaison from the Committee on Ministry will be 
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appointed to serve alongside your PNC members. More details about the PNC process will be shared as 
that time comes closer.  
 

Friends, it is vital at all times, but especially in times of transition and change to know that God is present 
with you – He is the one great unchanging constant in life. 
 

Blessings to you all,    
Ariel  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Welcome back!   

We are worshiping indoors! 
 
 

… with the following restrictions: 
 
 
 
 

 

• Unfortunately, we cannot sing as a congregation.  We hope that will change soon.  
But, we can still raise our hands and worship in silence as we listen to the songs!  

 

• We cannot pray or participate in any readings verbally.  Words are on the screens, 
so we invite you to join with us silently. 
 

• When you arrive, please remain outdoors or in the entryway (remember to 
physically distance) and an usher will seat you.  At the end of worship, ushers will 

dismiss you by row/section.   The offering plate will be at the back as you exit. 
 

• Wear your mask at all times 
 

It’s been so good to see your smiling eyes again in worship!   

We hope to see more of you soon. 
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Join a small group! 
 

I am excited to embark on a life-changing journey with our church family.  

“Experiencing God” is about seeing God at work all around us and discerning where he is calling us to join 

him on his mission.  This comes at a pivotal time for our church. 

 

On April 18th we will launch our Experiencing God sermon series and our small groups to dig into the material 

further. In the small groups, participants are asked to purchase a workbook either on Amazon or through the 

church. If you are unable to purchase a workbook for financial reason, please contact Pastor Katherine at 

katherine@fpcukiah.org. Then join a small group by contact one of the leaders below. 

 

SMALL GROUPS 

 

Men’s Study - Tuesdays 7:00am. Meets on Zoom. Contact Perry Crowley at prcfcrow@pacific.net or Roe 

Sandelin roe@pacific.net 

 

Tuesdays 6:00pm. Meets in-person at the Head’s home, outside. Contact: Myrinda Head at head-

out@comcast.net 

 

Women’s Study - Wednesdays at 1:30pm. Meets on Zoom. Contact Jaunita Coddington at 

jmcoddington524@gmail.com 

 

Women’s Study - Thursdays 8:30am. Meets on Zoom. Contact: Wilma Pribyl at wmpribyl@jps.net 

 

Workbook on Amazon: 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1415858381/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o01_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1 

Workbook through church:  https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/3555113  
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Dear Church Family, 
 

I am praising the Lord for a good recovery in progress from my back/sciatica surgery AND for my wonderful 

First Pres church family!  Thank you so much for the many and continuous prayers, lovely cards, phone calls, 

and delicious meals.  You are awesome! 

 

With much love,  Nancie Garcia 

    

 

Dear E-Prayer Participant:  
 

I know I am late getting this out, but it’s that time of year when I need to update and renew my list for 
the E-Prayer Ministry and all who may want to continue to be a part of this ministry.  So, at the end of 
this newsletter, you will find the E-Prayer Policy and signature form.   
 

If you would like to continue to be on that list please sign and return this form to me no later than April 
30, 2021, otherwise, I will assume that you no longer want to be on the E-Prayer Ministry Contact 
List.  You don't need to provide me with the whole Policy letter, just the page that you sign and date. 
You can do this by mail, e-mail, or drop it off at the church office in the E-Prayer Ministry Box.   
If you can’t download the policy letter, I have placed copies in the E-Prayer Ministry mailbox at the 
church, you can get one there.        
 

Thank you so much for being part of this ministry and may our prayers continue to touch those in 
need and in praise.  
Blessings,  
 

Caroline Crowley, E-Prayer Coordinator 

               



  

Finance Report 
 
 
You may notice that this is the same report as in the 
March Presbeat. We were able to get the February 
information in time for the March issue, an unusual 
occurrence. As you can see, we our income exceeds 
our expenses as of the end of February. Now that 
we are heading out of highest Covid tier and are 
able to start worshiping together in person, many 
changes will need to be made to accommodate this.  
 
Also, with the changes in staffing, your finance 
committee and the members of session will be 
closely monitoring our finances. As we move into 
this next season of change, pray for the continued 
support of our church and its ministries.    
 
Blessings,  
 
Finance Elder  
Janet Noe  
   
Finance committee: Janet Noe, Kathryn Smith, 
Denise Beckler, Pastor Katherine Schoen  
 

 

 
 

Did we miss your birthday???     
   

Please contact the church office or email Denise, denise@fpcukiah.org   
 so that we can celebrate with you!  
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

4/1  Ellen Chinn 
4/3  Ty Yanez 
4/8 Chris Gordon 
4/8  Bill Hook 

4/11 Sharon Ruddick 
4/13  Donnie Johnston 
4/16 Bob Budke 
4/19  Len Brutocao 
 

4/19  Diane Yanez 
4/21 Dave Longstreth 
4/26  Eric Singleton 
4/29  Gayle DeVries 
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April Calendar of Events 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 Office hours 9am to 

1pm 

8:30am Women’s 

Bible Study 

(Zoom) 

 

2  3  

4 10am Worship - 

Communion 
https://www.youtube.co

m/results?search_que

ry=presby+ukiah 
 

5 Office hours 9am to 

1pm  

 

 

6 Office hours 9am to 

1pm  

7am Men’s Bible 

Study (Zoom) 

7 Office hours 9am to 

1pm  

1:30pm PW Bible 

Study (via Zoom) 

6pm Youth Group 

6:30pm Worship Team  

8 Office hours 9am to 

1pm 

8:30am Women’s 

Bible Study 

(Zoom) 

 

9  10  

11 10am Worship - 

Communion 
https://www.youtube.co

m/results?search_que

ry=presby+ukiah 

11:15am Missions 

Committee 

12 Office hours 9am to 

1pm  

 

13 Office hours 9am to 

1pm  

7am Men’s Bible 

Study (Zoom) 

14 Office hours 9am to 

1pm  

1:30pm PW Bible 

Study (via Zoom) 

6pm Youth Group 

6:30pm Worship Team 

15 Office hours 9am to 

1pm 

8:30am Women’s 

Bible Study 

(Zoom) 

6:00pm Session 

16   17  

18 10am Worship - 

Communion 
https://www.youtube.co

m/results?search_que

ry=presby+ukiah 

19 Office hours 9am to 

1pm  

 

20 Office hours 9am to 

1pm  

7am Experiencing God 

Bible study 

(Zoom) 

6pm Experiencing 

God Bible study 

21 Office hours 9am to 

1pm  

1:30pm Experiencing 

God Bible study 

(via Zoom) 

6pm Youth Group 

6:30pm Worship Team 

22 5: Office hours 9am 

to 1pm 

8:30am Experiencing 

God Bible study 

(Zoom) 

6:00pm Deacons 

23  24 2pm Joyce Sarber 

Memorial Service 

25 10am Worship  

Communion  

Palm Sunday 
https://www.youtube.co

m/results?search_q
uery=presby+ukiah 

 

26 Office hours 9am to 

1pm  

Katherine Off 

27 Office hours 9am to 

1pm  

7am Experiencing God 

Bible study 

(Zoom) 

6pm Experiencing 

God Bible study 

28 Office hours 9am to 

1pm  

1:30pm Experiencing 

God Bible study 

(via Zoom) 

6pm Youth Group 

6:30pm Worship Team 

DEADLINE to 

purchase Meals-

to-go Tickets 

29 5: Office hours 9am 

to 1pm 

8:30am Experiencing 

God Bible study 

(Zoom) 

30    

 

Our Calendar is also available online @ fpcukiah.org/resources/events-and-calendar/calendar/ 
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First Presbyterian Church of Ukiah (FPCU) 
 Prayer Ministry Policy 
 
Our Purpose:  To provide for an avenue for church family members and friends of the 
congregation to request for prayer, either confidentially or publicly. 
 
Our Goal is to use our prayer ministry in a God-honoring way, and to share Christ’s love to all 
those with prayer concerns. 
 
Psalm 121: 1-2 “I lift my eyes up to the mountains.  Where does my help come from?  My help 
comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.”  
 
 
Statement of Policy: 
 
The Prayer Ministry is an effective and accessible way for friends and members of our church 
family to share their prayer concerns.  There are two (2) different prayer groups through which 
prayer may be requested: 
 

• Confidential Prayer:  Sometimes a person may want prayer, but does not wish their 
concern to be shared publicly or printed in the bulletin.  The Confidential Prayer group 
includes the Pastoral Staff (Pastors and Office Manager) and Ruling Elders.   
James 5:14 “Is anyone among you sick?  Let them call the elders of the church to pray 
over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 
 

• E-Prayer:  Prayer concerns that are not confidential will be shared as an e-prayer.  The 
e-prayer group includes the Pastoral Staff, Ruling Elders, members of the congregation, 
regular attenders, and friends of the congregation.  Philippians 4:6 “Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God.” 

 
Prayer requests will be shared via email and not by phone.  It is understood that e-prayer is not 
a “prayer chain”.  Prayer requests are not intended to be passed along to others.  The prayer 
ministry is simply an invitation for those members to join in the ministry of prayer – to uphold 
each other when in need of healing, for prayers of praise, or other prayer concerns. 
 
Submitting Requests: 
 

1.  Prayer requests are given to the Prayer Ministry Coordinator.  The Coordinator will help 
to determine with which group to share the prayer concern, whether it’s confidential or e-
prayer. 
 

mailto:fpcu@fpcukiah.org


Policy - Prayer Ministry.doc  514 W. Church (corner Dora & Perkins Sts); Ukiah CA 95485 
Adopted November 16, 2012  707.468.9235;  Email:  fpcu@fpcukiah.org;  Website: www.fpcukiah.org 

 

2. If the requestor is asking prayer for someone else, permission must be granted by that 
second person.   The second person should also determine from which group s/he wants 
to request prayer. 
 

3. The Coordinator will include in the prayer request email the name of the requestor, the 
person for whom the prayer is for (if not for themselves), and specific details of the 
request.  Each request will also include scripture and a reminder that e-prayer is not a 
“prayer chain”, but simply an invitation to join in the ministry of prayer. 
 

4. Requestors should follow up with the Coordinator with periodic updates when possible. 
 

5. Requests for prayer may also be submitted by completing the request form in the 
Sanctuary Registration Pads and dropped in the offering plate.  These will be given 
directly to the Pastor(s), who may make the determination to share with the Confidential 
group. 

 
6.  It is required that all participating in the Prayer Ministry will review and re-

confirm participation on an annual basis. 
 
 
 
We strive for a high level of confidentiality.  Although, in making a request one must be made 
aware that we cannot guarantee communication will remain confidential. 
 
 
 
 
 
    
Name (printed)  email address 
 
    
Signature  Date 
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